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Almost coinciding exactly with the 20th anniversary of the premature death 
of influential German writer W.G. Sebald (1944–2001) on 14 December 
2001, Tlön Projects is thrilled to announce the group exhibition  Zijn naam 
was Austerlitz/Austerlitz was his name as a tribute to this literary giant. 
The exhibition, which was curated by Sam Steverlynck, marks the second 
edition of an annual collaboration with A Tale of A Tub and presents a variety 
of artworks selected from the imaginary collection of Tlön Projects. This 
imaginary collection is formed by the convergence of selected artworks 
from various international private art collections, whereby Tlön Projects 
aims to make artworks — that would otherwise have been largely shielded 
from the public — accessible.
 The exhibition takes W.G. Sebald’s masterpiece Austerlitz as a 
starting point. The author passed away shortly after its publication, the 
book basically functioning as the culmination and synthesis of his writing. 
Just like the preceding three ‘novels’, it merges fiction, (cultural) historical 
essays and autobiographical elements with the author melding historical 
trivia, encyclopaedic facts and anecdotes. Moreover, he interlarded his 
writings with a variety of postcards and black & white photographs – some 
found and some he took himself – creating a subtle game between fact and 
fiction that lends his books a certain level of reality. 
  Zijn naam was Austerlitz/Austerlitz was his name refuses to literally 
illustrate the book. The exhibition is more about attempting to elicit  Aus-
terlitz’s atmosphere whilst paying homage to Sebald’s unique combination 
of text and images. Sebald is one of the few authors whose name – like 
Kafka or Borges – has become an adjective. Sebaldian refers to the mel-
ancholy atmosphere of old railway stations, dusty natural history museums, 
19th-century spas, yellowing archived documents in display cases, fading 
albums of black & white class photos and family portraits. The artists se-
lected for this exhibition tackle themes evoked by Austerlitz as well as in 
Sebald’s other books as the author left us a conspicuously coherent oeuvre. 
The exhibition therefore also deals with subjects such as the impossibility 
of communication, memory’s unreliability, history’s latent life in the present, 
the use of found photographs to evoke or create memories and the unique 
combination of historic facts, autobiography and fiction. 
 The works comprising Zijn naam was Austerlitz/Austerlitz was his 
name originate from the following collections: Laurent Fiévet (France), 
Edgard F. Grima (France), G + W (the Netherlands), Joseph Kouli (France), 
Reyn van der Lugt (the Netherlands), plancius art collection (the Netherlands), 
Alexander Ramselaar (the Netherlands), Family Servais (Belgium), Veys-
Verhaevert (Belgium) along with other collections that wish to remain 
anonymous.
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Curated by: 
Sam Steverlynck

Venue:
A Tale of A Tub, Space for contemporary art and culture
Justus van Effenstraat 44, Rotterdam, the Netherlands

Opening Times:
Thursday to Sunday 13.00–18.00 and by appointment

Opening:
12.02.2022, 13:00–19:00

For the moment — prompted by corona measures — a reservation is mandatory. Please reserve your
tickets here.

Generously supported by:
Municipality of Rottterdam, the Mondriaan Fund and the J.E. Jurriaanse Stichting

Voor meer informatie en afbeeldingen: enter@tlonprojects.org
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